Theologian Paul Tillich


 The Courage To Be

Overview of Major Concepts


1883-1965

The confrontation with Modernism .
“…most modernist writers were concerned to integrate Christian thought with the spirit of the Enlightenment, especially the new understanding of history, and the natural sciences which were gaining the ascendency….Tillich’s theology was developed as an attempt to render Christian faith and religion in general intelligible and attractive to the ‘cultured among the despisers’. Blackwell Encyclopedia
Natural Theology and Revelation
“Traditionally natural theology is the term used for the attempt to prove the existence of God and divine purpose through observation of nature and the use of human reason. Seen in a more positive light natural theology is the part of theology that does not depend on revelation. To the extent "revealed theology," which presupposes that God and divine purposes are not open to human understanding, is engaged at all by natural theology it is to address the issue of the probability that revealed theology can be reconciled with reason.”
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St. Thomas Aquinas & Natural Theology

Aquinas “takes arguments that are based on what he takes to be universal human experience.”
1. There must be a 1st cause not itself subject to change

2. The things of the world are contingent; they might not exist so there is a necessary being dependent on nothing but itself.

3. Because some things rank higher than others there must be something that is ‘truest or best and most noble.’
4. Everything in nature is directed to a goal and this implies an intelligent designer. Blackwell Encyclopedia
Tillich’s Existential Theology as a Natural Theology

“John Macquarrie (existential Anglican) retains the traditional purpose of natural theology--to bridge the gap between our ordinary, everyday knowledge and the knowledge of faith--but he uses a phenomenological or descriptive method which, beginning from the experience of our common humanity, seeks to show the structures and experiences that lie at root of the life of faith. If, he argues, humans are creatures of, and dependent upon, God, then this should show itself in a study of the human. Further, if we can show that humanity points beyond itself to transcendent reality, we can show where the word "God" appears on the map of meaningful discourse. Macquarrie's conception of God or "holy being," developed in conversation with Martin Heidegger's understanding of Being…” Existential Anglican
“Can the Christian (or a spiritual reality) message be adapted to the modern mind without losing its essential and unique character. …Apologetics is an answering theology employed…to defend Christianity (or any spiritual perspective) against attacks from modern humanism, naturalism and historicism” and scientism to find a place for God….Apologetics presupposes common ground (between believers and non believers) Systematic Theology p.6
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Based on the Terry Lectures at Yale University Circa 1952
“In agreement with the stipulation of the Terry Foundation that the lectures shall be concerned with ‘religion in light of science and philosophy’ I have chosen a concept in which theological, sociological, and philosophical problems converge, the concept of ‘courage.’ Few concepts are as useful for the analysis of the human situation. Courage is an ethical reality, but it is rooted in the whole breadth of human existence and ultimately in the structure of the human being….The courage to be is the ethical act in which man affirms his own being in spite of those elements of existence which conflict with his essential affirmation…Thymos (courageous element of the soul) lies between the intellectual and the sensual element (we might call it emotional tone) in man. It is the unreflective striving for what is noble….it bridges the cleavage between reason and desire.” Courage to Be p. 3
Stoicism and Two Aspects of Reason— Cognitive Process vs. Logos 
“The courage to be is the courage to affirm one’s own reasonable nature over against what is accidental in us. It is obvious that reason in this sense 
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points to the person in his center and includes all mental functions. Reasoning as a limited cognitive function, detached from a personal center, never could create courage.”  CtB  p.13
Tillich, in referring to the Stoics says this: “Stoic courage presupposes the surrender to the personal center-- to the Logos of being; it is participation in the divine power of reason, transcending the realm of passions and anxieties. The courage to be is the courage to affirm our own rational nature, in spite of everything in us that conflict with its union with the rational nature of being itself.”
Nonbeing as the Fundamental Conflict within as the Source of Anxiety

“Nonbeing is not a concept like others. It is the negative of every concept; but as such, it is an inescapable content of thought …Being has nonbeing ‘within’ itself …anxiety is the existential awareness of nonbeing. ‘Existential’ in this sentence means that it is not abstract knowledge of nonbeing …but the awareness that nonbeing is a part of ones own being.” CtB p34-35

Finite Being and Transcendent Being—Ultimate Concern
If the finite sense of being surrenders to its own limitedness as nonbeing it becomes nihilism. Tillich refers to Nietzsche: “Nietzsche points to the different ways in which life is tempted to accept its own negative.” ‘They meet an invalid or an old man, or a corpse—and immediately they say, Life is refuted.’ Tillich goes on: “Life has many aspects, it is ambiguous….Courage is the power of life to affirm itself in spite of this ambiguity.” CtB p. 27
“The theological concepts of both idealists and naturalist are rooted… in an awareness of something that transcends the cleavage between subject and object….Whether it is ‘being itself’ (Scholastics) or the ‘universal substance’ (Spinoza), ‘beyond subjectivity and objectivity,’ (James) or the ‘identity of spirit and nature’ (Schelling) whether it is the ‘cosmic whole’ (Hocking) or it is ‘value creating process’ (Whitehead)…Each of these concepts is based on an immediate experience something ultimate in value and being of which one can become intuitively aware. Systematic Theology p9.
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“The object of theology is what concerned us ultimately. Only those propositions are theological which deal with their objects in so far as it can become a matter of ultimate concern.”

“The ultimate concern is unconditional, independent of any conditions of character, desire, or circumstance. The unconditional concern is total: no part of ourselves or of our world is excused from it; there is no place to flee from it…no moment of relaxation and rest is possible in the face of religious concern which is ultimate…The word ‘concern’ points to the existential character of religious experience.” Systematic Theology 9.12
 Three Types of Anxiety and the Nature of Man

“Nonbeing is dependent on the being it negates…There could be no negation if there were no preceding affirmation to be negated…I suggest we discuss three types of anxiety according to three directions in which nonbeing threatens being…this threefold threat is anxiety of death, the anxiety of meaninglessness and that (anxiety) of guilt and condemnations. CtB p.41
Anxiety of Fate and Death
“The anxiety of fate and death is the most basic, most universal and inescapable. All attempts to argue it away are futile….For existentially everybody is aware of the complete loss of self which biological extinction implies.” CtB p. 42
Anxiety of Emptiness and Meaninglessness

“Nonbeing threatens man as a whole, and therefore threatens his spiritual well being. Spiritual self affirmation occurs in every moment in which man lives creatively in the various spheres of meaning. Creative…has the sense not of original creativity…but in living spontaneously, in action and reaction with the contents of ones cultural life…He affirms himself as receiving and transforming reality creatively. He loves himself as participating in the spiritual life” (life of ultimate concern)
“The scientist loves both the truth he discovers and himself insofar as he discovers it. He is held by the content of his discovery. This is what one can call “spiritual self-affirmation.”
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So imagine what happens when this meaningfulness breaks down: “A belief breaks down through external events or inner processes: one is cut off from creative participation in the sphere of culture, one feels frustrated about something which one had passionately affirmed…,” CtB p. 46-47
Anxiety of Guilt and Condemnation
“Nonbeing threatens from a third side; it threatens man’s moral self-affirmation. Man’s being…is not only given to him but also demanded of him. He is responsible for it…he is required to answer…what he has made of himself. He who asks him is his judge, namely, he himself, who at the same time, stands against him. This situation produces anxiety…the anxiety of guilt. CtB p.51
“The three types of anxiety are interwoven in such a way that one of them gives the predominant color but all of them participate in the coloring of the state of anxiety. All of them and their underlying unity are …implied in the existence of man, his finitude, and his estrangement. CtB  P.54
Courage to Be and Transcendence 

“The courage to be in all its forms has, by itself, revelatory character. It shows the nature of being; it shows that the self affirmation if being is an affirmation that overcomes negation. …one could say that being includes nonbeing but nonbeing does not prevail against it….That is why we describe being by the metaphor ‘power of being’. Power is the possibility a being has to actualize itself against the resistance of other beings. If we speak of the power of being-itself we indicate that being affirms itself against nonbeing. He who received this power in an act of mystical or personal or absolute faith is aware of the source of his courage to be.” CtB. P.180-181
“Man is not necessarily aware of this source. In situations of cynicism and indifference he is not aware of it. But it works in him as long as he maintains the courage to take anxiety upon himself. In the act of the courage to be the power of being is effective in us, whether we recognize it or not. Every act of courage is the manifestation of the ground of being …There are no valid arguments for the ‘existence’ of God but there are acts of courage in which we affirm the power of being…Courage has revealing power, the courage too be is the keep to being itself. CtB p. 181
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Theism Transcended   Types of theism
“Theism can mean the unspecified affirmation of God. Theism in this sense does not say what it means if it uses the name of God…empty theism can produce a reverent mood if it speaks of God. Politicians, dictators…like to use the word God in this sense. It produces the feeling in their listeners that their speaker is serious and morally trustworthy…” On the higher level (of theism) “God is used as a poetic or practical symbol, expressing a profound emotional state or the highest ethical idea. Theism… can be the name of what we have called the divine human encounter….it points to those elements in the Jewish-Christian tradition…in this sense emphasizes the personalistic passages in the Bible” CtB p.182-183
Mysticism 
“In mysticism the individual self strives for a participation in the ground of being which approaches identification…Mystical identification transcends the …virtue of courageous self sacrifice. It is self-surrender in a higher, more complete and more radical form…The ascetic and the ecstatic mystic (also the scientist??) affirms his own essential being over against the elements of nonbeing which are present in the finite world, the realm of Maya (appearances)” CtB p.158
“…is not the mathematician moved by a desire to glimpse behind particularity and multiplicity into this mystic unity, a power supreme and inexpressible, the amazing and all good source of being? Is this not that same aspiration that drive physics towards the nearly mythical Theory of Everything?” Moira and Eileithyia for Genesis p. 5
Beyond Mysticism and Beyond the God of Theism and the Concrete World
“Only if the God of theism is transcended can anxiety of doubt and meaninglessness be taken into the courage to be. The God above God is the object of all mystical longing, but mysticism also must be transcended in order to reach him. Mysticism does not take seriously the concrete (world) and the doubt concerning the concrete (world). It plunges directly into the ground of being and meaning and leaves the concrete, the world of finite values and meaning behind. Therefore it does not solve the problems of meaninglessness….Absolute faith, or the state of being grasped by the God
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God beyond God is…always a movement in, with, and other states of mind. It is the situation on the boundary of mans’ possibilities….The courage to be is rooted in the God who appears when God has disappeared in the anxiety of doubt. CtB p.190

